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At one of the meetings of this Sub-Section some time ago, the statement was made that the atonic ciucum could be differentiated from the normal cecum by the observation of its behaviour after a barium meal and the injection of pituitrin. It was said that the normal cEecum showed marked movements in a few minutes after the subcutaneous injection of 1 c.c. of pituitrin, and that on the other hand the atonic cescum was unaffected.
Before accepting this statement completely we thought it would be wise, in view of the well-known variability of the intestinal tract in reacting to various stimuli, to observe the effect of pituitrin on the normal csecum. Fifty-three medical students formed the subjects of the experiment.
Method of Examinat'ion.-All the subjects were young and presumably healthy women between the ages of 19 and 26. They were not picked in any way, in fact they were examined as they presented themselves month by month on the X-ray post. The X-ray examination was made twenty hours after the ingestion of the barium meal; during the interval they lived their normal life and took their usual meals. All cases were examined between 9.45 and 10 a.m., i.e., after breakfast. The cwcum and colon were first examined on the screen, and a skiagram taken. One cubic centimetre of physiologically standardized solution of pituitrin was then given by hypodermic injection into the arm, and the cecum observed two, four and six minutes afterwards in order to see whether any movement was taking place. Finally, twenty minutes after the injection had been made, another skiagram was taken,
The following were the results: Of the forty-nine subjects injected only eight showed any recognizable movement of the ceecum after two minutes.
In the remaining cases the cecum was unaffected. It appears, therefore, that as so many normal cecums remain unaffected by the drug, the method is of practically no value in the diagnosis of the atonic cancum.
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